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precautions against straining the law in favour of those who were
in the employ of the State1, Among other things steps were taken
against attempts to obtain the support of the fiscus by the cession
to it of part of any property in dispute2. A significant case of
governmental intervention has been preserved in the inscription
of Scaptopare3, commemorating a petition of the inhabitants of
this and another village in the territory of Pautalia in Thrace.
Their complaints were directed against the oppression and extor-
tion of soldiers, minor imperial functionaries and others. The
local hot springs and the proximity of a much-frequented market
had previously in times of peace brought a good income to the
villagers. Conditions were now entirely changed; they were so
impoverished by excessive billeting and requisitions that they
threatened to leave their homes. The Emperor ordered an examina-
tion of the case, and the erection of the inscription proves that the
villagers of Scaptopare were satisfied with the success of their
appeal. Also the repeated reminders of the prohibition against
money-lending by imperial officials, either in their own names or
through men of straw, point again to the beneficent aims of the
government4. Under Severus Alexander the right of inflicting
punishments had been withdrawn from the financial procurators,
and now it was also taken from the supervisors of municipal
administration called curatores reipublicae*. To lighten the burdens
of town-councillors a period of respite was decreed between the
taking over of the separate offices and duties6. At the same time
it is clear that the honour of belonging to the municipal council
(prdo) was accompanied by a certain compulsion: for men who
were condemned to exile for a period were to be ordered on their
return to resume membership of the ordo> and were to be excluded
from its honours only for as many years as their exile had lasted7.
In other respects, too, the government was little disposed to free
men from services and duties. For instance, of the freedmen in
the service of a senatorial pafronus only one was released from the
obligation of taking over the duties of guardian and tutor8. Care
for public education is shown in the decree allowing the muni-
cipalities to dismiss tke grammatici and rhetors appointed by them,
if they were proved incompetent9,
1 Cod. Just, ii, 50, 4 and 5.                      2 74. n, 17, 2,
3  Ditt.3 888; cf. M. Rostovtzeff, Social and Economic History > pp. 427,
559 n- 89, 621 n. 185 German ed. n, pp. 186, 363 n, 18, 365 n. 27.
4  Cod. Just, iv, 2, 3.                                5 74. i, 54. 3-
6 Ib. x, 41, 2.                                          7 74. x, 61, 2.
8 Ib. v, 62, 13; cf. x, 46, i.                        9 74. x, 53, 2.
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